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Grunt Work at the Summit
and in the Trenches:

Case Studies of What It Takes to Make a Learning
Communities Program a Success

2026 CILC BEST PRACTICES SYMPOSIUM
Friday, April 10, 2026
Northeastern lllinois University
5500 N St Louis Ave,

Chicago, IL 60625

All proposals should be submitted no later than
Friday, February 15, 2026

To submit a proposal, go to:
WWW.CONSORTILLC.ORG/SYMPOSIUM

For more information or to become a member of CILC,
go to www.consortillc.org.



http://www.consortillc.org/symposium
http://www.consortillc.org/
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The Consortium for Illinois Learning Communities (CILC) invites faculty, staff, and
administrators involved with or interested in establishing learning communities (LCs) at two—
and four-year colleges/universities from across the country to submit proposals for sessions
focusing on innovative course offerings, programs, pedagogies, and assessment efforts.
Sessions should contain interactive elements between presenters and audience members and
should be no longer than 45 minutes.

About This Year’s Symposium:

A program that incorporates learning communities doesn't just "happen;" it must be created
and nurtured while navigating institutional challenges. The 2026 Symposium will focus on case
studies of specific efforts that relate to learning communities, providing examples of what'’s
worked and what hasn’t through the personal experiences of symposium session leaders. We
welcome sessions related to broadly defined learning communities that foster interaction, peer
support, and a sense of belonging through shared coursework, research experiences, living
learning communities, extracurricular activities, and/or other experiences. Attendees should
get insights, strategies, and “dos and don'ts" to help them in their work at their home
institutions.

Faculty/instructors, staff, and administrators are encouraged to submit

*  Proposals for "case study" sessions on what to "do and don't do" from the session leader's
personal experiences at either the classroom or programmatic level.

*  Proposals for leading "workshop" sessions on putting together such practical things as--
combining courses and co-teaching; faculty recruitment and training strategies; student
recruitment; getting and keeping administrative support; etc.

*  Requests for "workshop" sessions the respondent could attend focused on similar such
practical things.

We encourage proposals from across the country!

To submit a proposal and for further details, go to
WWW.CONSORTILLC.ORG/SYMPOSIUM

to download and complete our Proposal form

Advance Registration:
Fee: $45 for CILC Members/$55 for non-members
Deadline: Sunday, March 22, 2026

At the door Registration: additional $10
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